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11 November 1861

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the congregation of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Mbertus C. Van
Raalte presided, the president announced that the successor to Rev. Giles Vande Wall who left for
South Africa will be a person who "is able to use the Dutch language, which is the only means and
the normal way for us to retain our Holland national existence as Hollanders, and give direction to
the instruction of our youth, in such a way that they will remain bound to our people through
love. The absence of this kind of influence will very likely mean that the American influence will
distance us Hollanders, as well as our confessional statements and cateachism, all of which is
precious and essential." The instructor will be financed by the classes of Holland and Wisconsin.
Hence Rev. Pieter J. Oggel is a prime candidate for the position. Families will be assessed twenty
cents quarterly to pay his salary.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 164-165.

Page 164
Congregational Meeting of November 11, 1861
After opening with prayer, the Rev. A. C. van Raalte announced to the congregation the
purpose and reason for this special meeting.
ARTICLE 1 — Classis, in harmony with the delegates from Classis Wisconsin/Illinois,
has decided that the vacancy in the position as chief instructor at the Holland Academy,
occasioned by the departure of the Rev. G. van der Wall, who has left for South Africa,
will be filled by obtaining a person who is able to use the Dutch language, which is the
only means and the normal way for us to retain our Holland national existence as
Hollanders, and give direction to the instruction of our youth, in such a way that they will
remain bound to our people through love. The absence of this kind of influence will very
likely mean that the American influence will distance us Hollanders, as well as our
confessional statements and catechism, all of which is precious and essential.
ARTICLE 2 — As Holland congregations, we need a more independent existence and a
deeper interest in the Holland Academy, which up to this time, due to Eastern influences
through their giving and sending of instructors, was maintained. Now, however, by
placing and supporting an instructor ourselves, we will be laying the groundwork for, at
some time, having our own institution. This goal was decided by an unanimous vote in
unison with the delegates of Classis Wisconsin/Illinois.
(a) In order to achieve this goal, the Rev. P. J. Oggel, pastor at Pellaiwho is generally
believed to have all of the necessary gifts and, at the same time, is able to give
instruction in German and French, will be called.
(b) The salary of the Rev, will be set at $800.00.
( c ) This sum will be paid in four installments each year, and every family will be
assessed 20 cents every three months. Every consistory will see to it that each three
months, the money, based on the number of families in the congregation, will be handed
over to the treasurer of the funds.
(c) This decision of the classes will be presented to each individual congregation in
both classes for their approbation.

Page 165
ARTICLE 4 — After there had been some instruction and additional information
presented, the opinion was expressed that it was regretful that so many members had not
attended a meeting of such great importance. This matters concerns not only us but also
our descendents, for it is a weighty subject involving either our continued existence or
our assimilation and the dispersion of our people among the ecclesiastical fellowships of
this country. All of the members present decided to approve the decision of classis and to
commit themselves to paying at least 80 cents yearly for this goal.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of November 25, 1861
Absent: Brother Naber.

//
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer,by the Rev. A. C. van Raalte.

ARTICLE 2 — Mr. Dalman was present at the nrieting, requesting a recommendation
from the consistory in order to be admitted, with the ordinary subsidy, for the classical
school support fund at the Holland Academ/ After discussing the matter with the
brother, especially the support requested, arid that the ordinary subsidy was not more
generous than 11 schillings per week theloard is not authorized to make a decision to
: /
grant him a special subsidy, which, given his married state, according to his own
judgment, would be necessary. The c9iisistory suggests to him that, which he himself has
requested (a double subsidy), he cann6t be recommended and that the matter could not be
further discussed, because he was no( sufficiently well known in order to give such a
recommendation.
Dalman replied to this that he with his wife and three children would not be able to live
on 11 schillings, and it is, for thi reason, he will not need the necessary recommendation
at this time. However, ever sincb he was 17 years old, he has had the desire to further his
education and still has this desile. He does wish to follow God's way and to submit to it,
and will continue to take this into consideration.
ARTICLE 3 — Since the term
on Thanksgiving Day, Nove
and Wilterdink will retire, as
Luyster has left for Franklin,

f service for one-half of the consistory will come to an end
er 28, following regulations, the Elders Broek, Kamper,
ell as Deacons Geerlings and Vork (Deacon J. van de
is 6nsin.

